
Raising a child takes a whole lot of heart, 
especially one as special as Emberly. At less 
than a day old, she was diagnosed with a heart 
condition and will rely on cardiac care at HSC 
Children’s Hospital until she’s an adult.

“Having a medically complex child is something 
that no family can truly prepare for,” says 
Emberly’s mom, Haley. “We had to deal with  
the trauma of giving birth and finding out  
about her diagnosis all at the same time.”

In December 2022, Emberly was diagnosed with 
multiple congenital heart anomalies - problems 
with the structure of the heart that affect its 
function. Dr. Reeni Soni, Medical Director of 
Pediatric Cardiology at HSC Children’s, told 
first-time parents Haley and Jeremy their 
newborn needed critical, life-saving surgery to 
repair a narrowed artery. Along with the new 
diagnosis, Emberly also struggled to breathe,  
so she was intubated. Two days later, health care 
specialists flew Haley and Emberly to Edmonton 
for her heart procedure. 

Jeremy joined the family in time for Emberly’s 
seven-hour surgery. During the procedure 
doctors discovered one of Emberly’s lungs was 
stronger than the other, making it difficult for 
her to breathe. Two weeks later, the infant had 
another surgery for her lungs, and after nearly 
three weeks in Edmonton, the family flew back 
to Winnipeg in late January 2023 for Emberly  
to recover. 

“We have taken this challenge and are learning 
to own it,” says Haley. “We can help guide 
others who may also be experiencing a similar 
medical journey with their child.”

The team at HSC Children’s Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit (PICU) cared for Emberly after her 
back-to-back surgeries. Her health improved 

and she was even able to feed. All seemed 
well until Emberly had positional asphyxiation 
- her breathing stopped because of an airway 
blockage, only days into her stay. Health care 
staff intubated her and kept her at the PICU  
for observation. 

It was a heartfelt occasion on Valentine’s Day 
2023, when Emberly was allowed to go home 
for the first time. 

With ongoing heart health challenges, 
the family encountered another positional 
asphyxiation incident, this time during a drive. 
Haley had to perform mouth-to-mouth on her 
daughter in their car. She says time stood still as 
they waited for paramedics to arrive and then 
rushed her to HSC Children’s for more time in 
the PICU. Again, the team at Children’s took 
great care of Emberly. 

Despite these health challenges, Emberly 
is growing and thriving; she is a happy baby, 
laughing with her family, playing in the 
backyard, and making friends wherever  
she goes.

Haley and Jeremy share their daughter’s health 
story through embersoflove.ca and continue to 
help kids at HSC Children’s Hospital with their 
annual toy drive.

Haley credits the health care staff at HSC 
Children’s Hospital, Travis Price Children’s Heart 
Centre, and Child Life specialists for helping 
Emberly regain her health. Emberly is expected 
to need the hospital throughout her life as her 
heart continues to grow. The family periodically 
returns to Edmonton for routine checkups, 
including a dilation of Emberly’s stent in fall 
2023. Haley and Jeremy are especially grateful 
to Dr. Soni for her incredible support and 
reassurance right from the beginning.
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February is Heart Month,  
a time to share awareness of 
heart health challenges and 

life-saving research. Let’s make 
anything possible for kids like 

Emberly this Heart Month. 
Learn more at goodbear.ca.
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Colouring  
Contest

Enter to win a Children’s Hospital  
Foundation of Manitoba Gift Basket
q   YES! I want to receive Teddy eNews updates on the Children’s 

Hospital Foundation of Manitoba events and activities. 
Information is only used by the Children’s Hospital Foundation  
of Manitoba and is not sold or disclosed to other parties.

q     I wish to share my story. 
A Foundation representative will contact you to discuss  
how your unique story can help.

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________________

Age Category:    ❏ 1-6 years old   ❏ 7-12 years old

Parent/Legal Guardian’s Name: _____________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Entries can be dropped off at: The nurses unit or

Mailed to:  
Children’s Hospital Foundation of Manitoba
533A-5th floor, 715 McDermot Ave.
Winnipeg, MB  R3E 1M6

Deadline: February 21, 2025

Draw Date: February 28, 2025 at noon. 

Winner by random draw will be notified by telephone.

Help Dr. Goodbear decorate 
the Valentine’s Day cupcakes


